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“FQIP is a federal
program, available in all
50 states...

Since 1997, the USDA

has obligated nearly
$1.08 billion to help
farmers and ranchers
advance stewardship on
working agricultural land.”
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EQIP Offers Assistance to Ag Producers
to Improve Environmental Quality

®m Be in compliance with highly erodible
land and wetland conservation provisions
of the 1985 Farm Bill

®m Provide the Social Security number of all
individuals (or a unique identification
number in the case of American Indians,
Alaska Natives and Pacific Islanders) who

omoting agricultural production and

environmental quality as compatible
goals is the philosophy behind the 2002
Farm Bill’s Environmental Quality
Incentive Program, a cost-sharing program
known as EQIP. EQIP has been around
since 1997, but the increased funding in the

will benefit from the assistance

2002 Farm Bill greatly expands the * ﬂ,
program and optimizes environ- “;:1 E\JL m  Develop an EQIP plan of

mental benefits. With the final Y}:‘} ’ )F( operations

rule approved on May 13, m  Have less than an average
2003, the expanded program <{K adjusted gross income of

is now entering its second $2.5 million for the three tax

year. » e years immediately preceding
National priorities for 00 \V the year of the contract.

(An exemption may be
made in cases where
75% of the income
is derived from
farming,
ranch-
ing,
or

projects funded by
EQIP, with the
directive that

60% of the

funds be

spent

forestry operations.)

Have less than $450,000 in total cost-share
and incentive payments paid directly or
indirectly, for all contracts written
between fiscal years 2002 through 2007.

on animal agriculture, include:

® Reduction of nonpoint source pollution

® Reduction of emissions which violate the
National Ambient Air Quality Standards

® Reduction in soil erosion and
sedimentation from agricultural land

® Promotion of at-risk species habitat
conservation

EQIP is a federal program, available in all
50 states, the Caribbean Area (Puerto Rico
and the Virgin Islands) and the Pacific Basin
Area (Guam, American Samoa and the
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana

Who is eligible for an EQIP contract?
EQIP participants must:

m Be agricultural producers To page 2



A Note From Focus on Renville i@mungsota
The President | ncal Control, Priorities are Strengths of EQIP

These times are being referred
to as "the golden age of conser _
tion". Never before has the Unfled ~ Q!P i very much on the
States government directed so minds of the Renv_llle
. County (MN) Soil and
resource dollars to conservatio Water Conservation
efforts. And 60% of all conser

] ] Strict (SWCD) staff.
dollars in the Environmental Qualityyith 2004 Minnesota

Improvement Program, or EQI%@]p funding recently
government-speak, must be taeg@iednced at $23.2 million
toward conservation improvemegi®ased significantly fromr
in livestock agriculture! 2003, Joe Stangel, Tom
Last year, EQIP funding in Kalahar, and Karen Flom
Minnesota topped $14 million, aigviewing local EQIP
double the funding of the precddiféjties set by their local
year. This year, EQIP funding WAk group and
almost double again to about g£adying themselves O -0V (eIpN(=1s0)ss] Renville County SWCD Staff: Karen Flom,

million. Historically, farmers Wtotrewew applica- Office Manager; Tom Kalahar, District

i L I

B o=cistance for Consﬁlpnfand awardf JOIEERERIIORY  Technician: Joe Stangel, District
contracts for i g ici

tion projects had to wait in line $8fo4 | ast yearOs local resource issueJRLCUIEEE

years to be funded. Last year, §hafville County conce_rns are addres

backlog was completely removgghding was approx- [SIN=CIL[[EXOGIIWAER) sciicited input from the general

Th:?n‘ means .you.should not ha_m_z&cely $130,000; projects included crop RIS eleR IR

wait for funding in 2004! This itis year funding is priorities, ensuring that local resource

indeed the year for any farmer,expected to be 15sues and concerns are addressed. In

management, zone ti

especially livestock farmers, tohtghigs, perhaps up I EINERE Il e nville County, last yearOs projects

farms. OHist~oricaIIy, the zone tillage, nutrient management
BE| staff, as certified TSP state_Os allocation of federal cogt-share plans,_anq b_|o-f|Iters. _ _
providers, are registered and qfuangng has never b_een higher,O stated Steve \_N_lth limited sta_ff in Ioca_l offlces,_ a
i f . Bat r, Area 6 Engineer for the Natural provision for Technical Service Providers
fied .to hglp you do the pla”n"f'gh@@dzrces Conservation Service (NRCS), the (TSPs) for EQIP projects is crucial to the
engineering needed for a projeglyiona federal agency that coordinates the program®s success. Under this provision,
This is important, because NREg@1drogram with Renville County. approved local consultants, engineers, and
SWCD staffing levels are not large Although EQIP is a federal program, it contractors can be engaged to design, install
enough to design and execute @drofook quite different from state to state or otherwise complete the environmental

the projects that can be fundedanBElso from county to county. The Chief project. To be on an approved vendor list,

will work hand-in-glove with yoof NRCS uses the national priorities to local contractors should get more informa-
local SWCD or NRCS to get ydillogagge funds to state conservationists. The  tion from their local Farm Service Agency
ect on the ground. Give Cris State Conservationist, with input from the office. OIf sign-up is anything like last year,
Skonard or John Baumgartner gtatg Technical Committee, identifies the we will really need the TSPs,O stated Becker.
at (800) 823-4234 to get the ba%tate prlor!t|es, h_ow funds will be allocgted, _In Renville Cou_nty,_ Stangel is expecting
i : what practices will be offered, the ranking an increase of applications, too. OPeople
rolling on your project! - .
process used to prioritize contracts, what should contact me as soon as possible for an
the cost-share rates will be, and which of application and more information.O And this
these authorities will be delegated to the recommendation would go for agricultural
/,M g ﬁ local level. At the local or county level, the producers across the country. If you have
5 local conservationist gathers input from been wondering how you can afford your
local work groups and adapts the State environmental project, contact your
John Baumgartner program to local conditions. countyOs USDA Service Center office for
Baumgartner Environics, Inc. Using the input from the local work information about the EQIP cost-sharing

groups, which in Renville County also program in your area.



